O ne of the most important topics currently being debated across the nation is health care reform. The Clinton Administration has put before Congress the Health Security Act (of 1993) which has been followed by several alternative, congressionally sponsored reform bills.
Within the framework of health care reform as proposed by the Administration, health promotion and disease prevention are emphasized. This is complemented by increased funding earmarked for prevention research related to biomedical and behavioral aspects of health promotion a n d disease prevention, and health services research. Many of these areas are related to occupational health and can impact health outcomes of worker populations. Occupational health nurses can play a vital role in the conduct of and participation in research projects that can improve worker health and productivity, and prevent illness and injury.
The occupational health nurse will want to be familiar with research priorities identified by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) ( Table 1 ) and by the American Association of Occupational Health Nurses (AAOHN) ( Table 2 ). NIOSH priority areas represent the leading diseases and injuries related to risks on the job, and NIOSH intends to support projects that facilitate progress in preventing such adverse effects among workers. The conditions or examples listed in each category are selected example s, not comprehensive definitions of the category (USDHHS, 1992 ) .
AAOHN has long supported and encouraged occupational health nursing research and published research priorities in 1990 (based on a survey of a representative sample of its membership) directed toward improving worker health and advancing the practice. With continued and increased emphasis on research, occupational health nurses will want to be familiar with identified research priorities that test and support interventions to improve health outcomes and related funding mechanisms. In doing so, multidisciplinary collaboration can be developed and enhanced to form true partnerships in the quest for better health care for all.
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